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Gospel Reading ~ John 9:1-38
Epistle Reading ~ Acts 16:16-34
Sunday of the Blind Man
This Week at a Glance

Mon, May 22nd
6:30 pm - Food Festival
Meeting

Weds, May 24th
6:00 pm - Vesperal
Liturgy for the
Ascension of our Lord

Sat, May 27th
4:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sun, May 28th
9:00 am - The Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy
1-Year Panikhida for
Monk Vladimir

Gospel Meditation
After the Midfeast (John 7:14), the Lord Jesus Christ came to the
Temple again and taught the people who came to Him (John 8:2). After
leaving the Temple, He opened the eyes of a man “who was blind from his
birth (John 9:1).
The miracle described in today’s Gospel (John 9:1-38) is even more
remarkable than it might seem at first. Saint Basil and other Fathers tell us
that this was not just a case of giving sight to a blind man born with eyes that
did not function, but to someone who had no eyes at all! The second
Exapostilarion for this Sunday says, “Along the way, our Savior found a man
who lacked both sight and eyes...”.
The Gospel says, “Since the world began, it was not heard that any man
opened the eyes of one who was born blind” (John 9:32). There are examples
in the Old (Tobit 2:17) and New (Mark 8:22-26) Testaments of blind people
receiving sight, but this is something completely unprecedented.
The Savior placed clay in the man’s empty sockets and told him to
wash in the pool of Siloam. When he obeyed these instructions, the eyes of
clay became living eyes!
The icon of the Sunday of the Blind Man depicts the biblical story of
Christ healing the man who was blind since birth. Our Lord is shown placing
the clay on the eyes of the man. He is with his disciples who are questioning
Christ about the source of the man's aﬄiction. The blind man is shown with
his hand outstretched toward Christ expressing his faith and willingness to
receive healing and grace from the Son of God. Our Lord has in His hand a
scroll, which directs us to His statements, "I am the light of the world," (John
9:5), and "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed," (Luke 4:18). This are clear statements of the Gospel of salvation
that comes through Christ. The scroll may also represent the role of Christ as
Judge as depicted in Matthew and Revelation, and also later in the same
passage on the healing of the blind man (John 9:39), Jesus said, "For judgment
I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those
who see may become blind."
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Amazon Smiles

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The diﬀerence is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible
products to the charitable organization of your choice.
Every item available for purchase on www.amazon.com is also available on
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) at the same price. You will see eligible
products marked "Eligible for AmazonSmile donation" on their product detail
pages. Go to smile.amazon.com and choose to support Ss Peter And
Paul Orthodox Church (Lorain, OH) for your donations to be sent to the
church. Thank you!

Zoe House

Items are still being collected for Zoe House. A designated basket is located in the church
all. There is a list of needed items located above the basket. Zoe House is a wonderful
organization and all support is greatly appreciated!

Baseball Game Outing

On Sunday, June 11th following the Divine Liturgy, we will have a parish-wide outing to a
Lake Erie Crusher’s baseball game verses the Gateway Grizzlies. The game starts at 2:05pm.
The cost per person is $15, which includes a box seat behind home plate and an $8
concession voucher that can be used at the park snack bar. Last year we had a fantastic time.
You won’t want to miss out. Kids will have a blast as it will be a celebration of team mascot,
Stomper’s birthday with a Candy Drop presented by B.A. Sweetie's Candy Co. A sign-up list
is downstairs on the Bulletin Board.

“Equal of the Apostles” and Emperor Constantine and his Mother Helen
The Church calls Saint Constantine (306-337) “the Equal of the Apostles,” and historians call him “the
Great.” He was the son of the Caesar Constantius Chlorus (305-306), who governed the lands of Gaul and
Britain. His mother was Saint Helen, a Christian of humble birth. Constantine, the future ruler of all the whole
Roman Empire, was raised to respect Christianity. His father did not persecute Christians in the lands he
governed. This was at a time when Christians were persecuted throughout the Roman Empire by the emperors
Diocletian (284-305) and his corulers Maximian Galerius (305-311) in the East, and the emperor Maximian
Hercules (284-305) in the West.
After the death of Constantius Chlorus in 306, Constantine was acclaimed by the army at York as
emperor of Gaul and Britain. The first act of the new emperor was to grant the freedom to practice Christianity
in the lands subject to him. The pagan Maximian Galerius in the East and the fierce
tyrant Maxentius in the West hated Constantine and they plotted to overthrow and
kill him, but Constantine bested them in a series of battles, defeating his opponents
with the help of God. He prayed to God to give him a sign which would inspire his
army to fight valiantly, and the Lord showed him a radiant Sign of the Cross in the
heavens with the inscription “In this Sign, conquer.”
After Constantine became the sole ruler of the Western Roman Empire, he issued
the Edict of Milan in 313 which guaranteed religious tolerance for Christians. Saint
Helen, who was a Christian, may have influenced him in this decision. In 323, when
he became the sole ruler of the entire Roman Empire, he extended the provisions of
the Edict of Milan to the Eastern half of the Empire. After three hundred years of
persecution, Christians could finally practice their faith without fear.
The emperor deeply revered the victory-bearing Sign of the Cross of the Lord, and
also wanted to find the actual Cross upon which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified.
For this purpose he sent his own mother, the holy Empress Helen, to Jerusalem,
granting her both power and money. Patriarch Macarius of Jerusalem and Saint
Helen began the search, and through the will of God, the Life-Creating Cross was
miraculously discovered in 326. (The account of the finding of the Cross of the Lord
is found under the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, September 14). The
Orthodox Church commemorates the Uncovering of the Precious Cross and the
Precious Nails by the Holy Empress Helen on March 6.

