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Gospel Reading   ~   Matthew 17:14-23 
Epistle Reading   ~  1 Corinthians 4:9-16 

St. Tikhon of Zadónsk

This Week at a Glance  
Mon, August 14th
6:00 pm - Vesperal 
Liturgy for the Feast of 
the Dormition

Sat, August 19th
6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sun, August 20th
9:00 am - The Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

Gospel Meditation 
In today’s Gospel, the father of the possessed son brought him first to 

the disciples of Christ. The power to cast out devils and to heal sicknesses had been 
given to them; this seemed to go along with their obedience. And yet they could not 
heal him. And when the father in deep grief related this to the Lord, Christ in anger 
exclaimed: “O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I suffer you? bring 
him hither to me.” And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him.... Then 
came the disciples to Jesus apart from the crowd, and said, “Why could we not cast 
him out?” And Jesus said unto them, “Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto 
you, if  ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall  say unto this mountain, 
remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible 
unto you. However this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting” (Mt. 17:17-21). 

This  is  what  faith  means!  But  where  do  we  find  this  faith?  Only  in  the 
Church. The Apostles, sailing in the boat in obedience to Christ, despite the storm, 
did not doubt. Their boat had sides which protected them from the pressure of the 
waves; it had a bottom which separated them from the water; it had a rudder which 
guided it. In the same way the ship of the Church has everything which is needed to 
sail over the sea of life, through its storms, to the other shore of Eternal Life. As in 
the boat the bottom is its foundation, so in the ship of the Church, the foundation is 
the teaching of Christ which points out the way to life through the Beatitudes (Mt. 
5:3-11). Poverty of spirit, weeping for sins (that is, repentance), meekness, hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, mercifulness, purity of heart, peacemaking, suffering for the 
truth — this is the foundation of the Church ship. And its sides are the Apostolic 
rules. This is everything which Christ has passed on to His Apostles, which for the 
most part is again based on Holy Scripture, and partially is kept in the treasury of 
Church Tradition. ~ Archbishop Andrei (Rymarenko, 1893-1978) 

For the Festival 
Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board for the following: 
Baked Goods for Festival: Drop off your baked goods after 12PM and before 3:30 PM on Friday Aug 18 and/or 
Saturday Aug 19. No baked goods needing refrigeration please. Bring in containers not needing to be washed 
and returned. Space not available to wash and store. If you have any questions see Midge. 

Thank You 
Thank you to Victor and 
Annette Kunakowsky for 
host ing  the  Sunday 
School  swim  party  at 
their  home  last  Sunday. 
The kids -  and parents - 
all had a great time!

Blessing of Flowers 
Following the Vesperal Liturgy on Monday, flowers will be blessed.  It is customary for the faithful to bring flowers 
to church for the funeral of the Mother of God. They are offered in memory and honor of her. Once blessed, they 
can be returned to your home. 
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The Dormition of the Mother of God 
The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary: After the Ascension of the Lord, 

the Mother of God remained in the care of the Apostle John the Theologian, and during his journeys She lived at 
the home of his parents, near the Mount of Olives. She was a source of consolation and edification both for the 
Apostles  and  for  all  the  believers.  Conversing  with  them,  She  told  them  about  miraculous  events:  the 
Annunciation, the seedless and undefiled Conception of Christ born of Her, about His early childhood, and about 
His earthly life. Like the Apostles, She helped plant and strengthen the Christian Church by Her presence, Her 
discourse and Her prayers.

The reverence of the Apostles for the Most Holy Virgin was extraordinary. After the receiving of the Holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, the Apostles remained at Jerusalem for about ten years attending to the salvation 
of the Jews, and wanting moreover to see the Mother of God and hear Her holy discourse. Many of the newly-
enlightened in the Faith even came from faraway lands to Jerusalem, to see and to hear the All-Pure Mother of 
God.

During the persecution initiated by King Herod against the young Church of Christ (Acts 12:1-3), the Most 
Holy Virgin and the Apostle John the Theologian withdrew to Ephesus in the year 43. The preaching of the 
Gospel there had fallen by lot to the Apostle John the Theologian. The Mother of God was on Cyprus with Saint 
Lazarus the Four-Days-Dead, where he was bishop. She was also on Holy Mount Athos.

The respect of ancient Christians for the Mother of God was so great that they preserved what they could 
about Her life, what they could take note of concerning Her sayings and deeds, and they even passed down to us a 
description of Her outward appearance.

According to Tradition, based on the words of the Hieromartyrs Dionysius the Areopagite (October 3), 
Ignatius the God-Bearer (December 20), Saint Ambrose of Milan (December 7) had occasion to write in his work 
“On Virgins” concerning the Mother of God: “She was a Virgin not only in body, but also in soul, humble of heart, 
circumspect in word, wise in mind, not overly given to speaking, a lover of reading and of work, and prudent in 
speech. Her rule of life was to offend no one, to intend good for everyone, to respect the aged, not envy others, 
avoid bragging, be healthy of mind, and to love virtue.”

The circumstances of the Dormition of the Mother of God were known in the Orthodox Church from 
apostolic times. Already in the first century, the Hieromartyr Dionysius the Areopagite wrote about Her “Falling-
Asleep.” In the second century, the account of the bodily ascent of the Most Holy Virgin Mary to Heaven is found 
in  the  works  of  Meliton,  Bishop of  Sardis.  In  the  fourth  century,  Saint  Epiphanius  of  Cyprus  refers  to  the 
tradition about  the  “Falling  Asleep”  of  the  Mother  of  God.  In  the  fifth  century,  Saint  Juvenal,  Patriarch  of 
Jerusalem, told the holy Byzantine Empress Pulcheria: “Although there is no account of the circumstances of Her 
death in Holy Scripture, we know about them from the most ancient and credible Tradition.” This tradition was 
gathered and expounded in the Church History of Nicephorus Callistus during the fourteenth century.

At the time of Her blessed Falling Asleep, the Most Holy Virgin Mary was again at Jerusalem. Her fame as 
the Mother of God had already spread throughout the land and had aroused many of 
the envious and the spiteful against Her. They wanted to make attempts on Her life; but 
God preserved Her from enemies.

Day and night She spent her time in prayer. The Most Holy Theotokos went often to 
the Holy Sepulchre of the Lord, and here She offered up fervent prayer. More than 
once, enemies of the Savior sought to hinder Her from visiting her holy place, and they 
asked the High Priest for a guard to watch over the Grave of the Lord. The Holy Virgin 
continued to pray right in front of them, yet unseen by anyone.

In one such visit to Golgotha, the Archangel Gabriel appeared to Her and announced 
Her approaching departure from this life to eternal life. In pledge of this, the Archangel 
gave Her a palm branch. With these heavenly tidings the Mother of God returned to 
Bethlehem with  the  three  girls  attending  Her.  She  summoned Righteous  Joseph of 
Arimathea and other disciples of the Lord, and told them of Her impending Repose.

Following Her repose, for three days the Apostles did not depart from the place of 
burial, praying and chanting Psalms. Through the wise providence of God, the Apostle 
Thomas was not to be present at the burial of the Mother of God. Arriving late on the 
third day at Gethsemane, he lay down at the tomb and with bitter tears asked that he 

might be permitted to look once more upon the Mother of  God and bid her farewell.  The Apostles  out of 
heartfelt pity for him decided to open the grave and permit him the comfort of venerating the holy relics of the 
Ever-Virgin Mary. Having opened the grave, they found in it only the grave wrappings and were thus convinced of 
the bodily ascent of the Most Holy Virgin Mary to Heaven.

Christ receives the soul
of His Mother, the Virgin Mary


