Ss. Peter & Paul
Orthodox Church

April 16, 2023

Announcements:

Visit of Archbishop Daniel

His Eminence, Archbishop Daniel is scheduled to visit our parish on
Saturday, April 29 & Sunday, April 30. Following the Divine Liturgy on
Sunday, we will have a festive coffee hour where we can share fellowship
with, and get to know our new hierarch. The visit of the bishop is a very
important event in the life of the parish. PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO
ATTEND VESPERS AND LITURGY.

“Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the multitude [of the people]
also be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Church... And say |,
Honor God indeed, as the Author and Lord of all things, but the bishop as the
high-priest, who bears the image of God.” - St. Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to
the Smyrnaeans

Grave Blessings
Weather permitting, we will bless graves on Thomas Sunday, April 23. We
will begin at noon at EImwood cemetery. If you cannot be present and
want your family’s graves blessed please let Fr Joseph know ahead of
time.

Flowers
If you would like to take a lily or other flower to your home, please do so
after the noon service on Sunday. A small donation for the plant would
also be appreciated. Whatever is left, we will plant around the church.
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Divine Liturgy
Readings

(Readings on Back)

o Acts1:1-8
+ John1:1-17

This Week

Saturday, April 22
6:00pm - Great Vespers

Sunday, April 23
9:00am - 3rd & 6th Hours
9:30am - Divine Liturgy
12:00pm - Grave Blessings
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Paschal Meditation

Holy Week comes to an end at sunset of Great and Holy Saturday, as the Church prepares to celebrate her most
ancient and preeminent festival, Pascha, the feast of feasts. The time of preparation will give way to a time of
fulfillment. The glorious and resplendent light emanating from the empty Tomb will dispel the darkness. Christ,
risen from the dead, cracks the fortress of death and takes "captivity captive" (Psalm 67:19). All the limitations of
our createdness are torn asunder. Death is swallowed up in victory and life is liberated. "For as by a man came
death, by a man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive" (I Cor. 15:21-22). Pascha is the dawn of the new and unending day. The Resurrection constitutes the most
radical and decisive deliverance of humankind.

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the fundamental truth and absolute fact of the Christian faith. It is the central
experience and essential kerygma of the Church. It confirms the authenticity of Christ's remarkable earthly life
and vindicates the truth of His teaching. It seals all His redemptive work: His life, the model of a holy life; His
compelling and unique teaching; His extraordinary works; and His awesome, life-creating death. Christ's
Resurrection is the guarantee of our salvation. Together with His Ascension it brings to perfection God's union
with us for all eternity.

The Resurrection made possible the miracle of the Church, which in every age and generation proclaims and
affirms "God's plan for the universe, the ultimate divinization of man and the created order." The profound
experience of and the unshakable belief in the risen Lord enabled the Apostles to evangelize the world and
empowered the Church to overcome paganism. The Resurrection discloses the indestructible power and
inscrutable wisdom of God. It disposes of the illusory myths and belief systems by which people, bereft of divine
knowledge, strain to affirm the meaning and purpose of their existence. Christ, risen and glorified, releases
humanity from the delusions of idolatry. In Him grave-bound humanity discovers and is filled with incomparable
hope. The Resurrection bestows illumination, energizes souls, brings forgiveness, transfigures lifes, creates saints,
and gives joy.

The Resurrection has not yet abolished the reality of death. But it has revealed its powerlessness. We continue
to die as a result of the Fall. Our bodies decay and fall away. "God allows death to exist but turns it against corrup-
tion and its cause, sin, and sets a boundary both to corruption and sin." Thus, physical death does not destroy our
life of communion with God. Rather, we move from death to life - from this fallen world to God's reign.

One of the most symbolic of the Festal Icons
of the Orthodox Church is that of the Holy
Resurrection. In the center of this radiant
event is Christ pulling Adam and Eve up from
their tombs. The gates of the Realm of Death
are broken and thrown down. Death, personi-
fied in human form is defeated, and bound
hand and foot at the bottom of the scene. We
recall the joyous words of St. Paul: "O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?" (1 Corinthians 15:55)

In the background stands the host of the
departed. Among them in the front of the
multitude are some of the righteous dead,
though now invigorated by the Resurrection.
King David and his son Solomon are seen on
the left wearing crowns. Near the center is
Saint John the Baptist. On the other side is
Abel, the son of Adam and the first man to
ever die. He wears a shepherds robe and has
a cane. Many Icons of this subject depict large
crowds with a few other recognizable
prophets.




Archpastoral Message of
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon

To the Clergy, Monastics, and Faithful of the
Orthodox Church in America,

My Beloved Children in the Lord,
Christ is risen! Indeed he is risen!

“Let us purify our senses and we shall see Christ
shining in the unapproachable light of the
Resurrection. We shall clearly hear him say:
‘Rejoice.”” (Paschal Canon, Ode One)

When the myrrh-bearing women came to the
tomb, they were met by the words of an angel:
“He is not here. He is risen.” Mary Magdalene and
the other women in turn brought this message to
the apostles. And down through the centuries,
that message has been passed on by their
successors, even to us: the Gospel of the crucified
and risen Lord.

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand”—this is the heart of the Gospel, and the
Resurrection of Christ is the irruption of the
heavenly kingdom into our fallen reality, the
demonstration and proof that the kingdom is at
hand. The Resurrection of Christ is not a distant
and ancient event. It is a new reality to which we
in the Church already have access.

For the message of Christ’s Rising is not merely
passed down from generation to generation, like
other teachings or stories. It is passed down
through experience: in baptism, we die and rise
with Christ. In chrismation, we receive his Spirit
and share in his anointing. In the Eucharist, we eat
his deified Body and Blood, offered for us on the
Cross and taken up into heaven through the
Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension. Through
the mysteries, we enter ourselves into a personal
and eternal relationship with the Risen Lord.

This is why, in Saint John Damascene’s Paschal
canon, the figure who announces the Resurrection
to the believer is none other than Christ himself—
“we shall see Christ shining in the unapproachable
light of the Resurrection. We shall clearly hear
him say: ‘Rejoice.”” He has chosen mortal minis-
ters to serve at his mysteries and offer them on
our behalf, but through the mysteries—if we
repent, “purify[ing] our senses” of sinful
preoccupations with worldly things—then we will
encounter Christ himself.

And this encounter fills us with joy, because it is
a foretaste of the kingdom, where the righteous
will always delight in the clear light of the
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Resurrection, where the Resurrection’s transformative
power will be known in full, where Christ will be seen,
not as in a mirror darkly, but face to face.

Christ is risen, beloved children! Death, sin, hell, the
world, the devil—these are all fleeing in defeat. Christ
himself goes before us into the kingdom, the new
heaven and the new earth, and we sing the song of
victory: “Christ is risen!”

May we, all of us, keep that anthem in our hearts all
the yearlong, and throughout the years, knowing that
Christ’s Resurrection is the conquest of all trouble and
sorrow, the end of the rule of Satan and sin and
brokenness, and the beginning of a new reality that
knows no end: the kingdom of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, lasting unto all ages.

Greeting you with the unfailing, invincible, and
unending joy of the Lord’s Pascha,
| remain,
Yours in Christ,

+ TIKHON

Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada



Todavy’s Scripture Readings

Epistle: Acts 1:1-8

The former account | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day
in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles
whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God. And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem,
but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” There-
fore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father
has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Gospel: John 1:1-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was
made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not comprehend it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives light to every man
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did
not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to
them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth. John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom | said, ‘He who
comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.”” And of His fullness we have all
received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ.

Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee!
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