Ss. Peter & Paul
Orthodox Church

June 11, 2023

Announcements:

Parish Council Meeting
The June Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 13, at
6:00pm in the church hall.

Food Festival Committee
With our Annual Food Festival rapidly approaching, we are looking for
individuals to volunteer in a variety of roles. This is our largest fundraiser,
and everyone is encouraged to help any way they can. If you would like to
serve on the Food Festival Committee, please see Sam Jacob.

Festival Preparation Dates

Sunday, June 11: Following Coffee Hour - peel, boil & mash potatoes for
the pierogies.

Monday, June 12: 1:00pm - Pinch Pierogies.

Sunday, July 9: Following Coffee Hour - peel, boil & mash potatoes for
pierogies.

Monday, July 10: 1:00pm - Pinch Pierogies.

Monday, July 24: 9:00am - Boil Cabbage, 12:30pm - Roll Cabbage

Wed, August 16: 9:00am - Boil Cabbage, 12:30 - Roll Cabbage

Thurs, August 17: Noon - Hall setup / Cabbage & Noodles / Beef Stroganoff

Friday, August 18: Tent / Bar Setup. Festival Beings (time TBA)

Sat, August 19: 2nd Day of Festival.

Our festival is a lot of work, but also our largest fundraiser. Please plan on
helping out as much as you can! Teamwork makes the dream work!

I” Sunday
After Pentecost

ALL SAINTS

Holy Apostles
Bartholomew & Barnabas

Divine Liturgy
Readings

(Readings on Back)

+ Hebrews 11:33-12:2

+ Matt. 10:32-33, 37-
38, 19:27-30

Saturday, June 17
6:00pm - Great Vespers

Sunday, June 18
9:00am - 3rd & 6th Hours
9:30am - Divine Liturgy




Meditation on Today’s Great Feast

“Everyone who acknowledges Me before men, | also will acknowledge before my Father Who is in heaven; but
whoever denies Me before men, | also will deny before My Father Who is in heaven.” No doubt, these words
s concern the importance of remaining faithful to the Lord even in the face of
fierce persecution. Martyrs and confessors continue to refuse to deny Him,
regardless of the physical abuse they suffer in many countries around the
world. But we would let ourselves off the hook by thinking that this teaching
refers only to those who lives are literally at risk for being faithful Christians.
We must also ask whether we acknowledge Him before our neighbors every
day of our lives in what we say and do. It is only our pride that makes us think
that true faithfulness must be dramatic and spectacular. Most of us struggle to
be faithful even in our routine trials and temptations. We will fail to unite our-
selves to Christ in holiness if we fail to see that the most common challenges
that we face are our opportunities to acknowledge that we belong to Him, and
not simply to ourselves.

The Savior said, “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy
of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me;
and he who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.” There
is nothing wrong, of course with loving our parents or our children, but if we
are to become radiant with the holiness of God, we must keep even our
strongest loves in proper order. We must remember that our parents, children,
and spouses are gifts of God to us. His love is obviously the ground of all love
worthy of the name. Our calling is not to worship people or make them ends in
themselves, but to relate to them in a way that fulfills God’s gracious purposes
for them and us. If we make false gods out of others, we will make them
miserable and probably drive them away. And since God created us in His image and likeness, we will learn the
hard way that we will never find fulfillment in anyone but Him.

The Lord said that, “everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children
or lands, for My Name’s sake, will receive a hundred fold, and inherit eternal life.” That is not only a promise for
those who have physically given up their families and possessions, but also for those who have made the less
dramatic sacrifice of putting Christ first in how they treat and speak to their spouse, children, family members, and
friends. It is a promise for those who have denied themselves in order to have more time, energy, and resources
to share with the poor, sick, and lonely. It is a promise for those who turn away from self-centeredness by offering
themselves to the Lord in daily prayer, regular worship, and conscientious fasting.

Too often we think that holiness occurs only within the context of the four walls of the Church. If we are to take
up our crosses and follow Christ, we must also learn to see the infinite opportunities of dying to self out of love for
Him and our neighbors in our daily lives. That means we must take a painfully honest look at ourselves. For
example, we may enjoy filling out minds with entertainment—such as news, social media, video games, film, etc.—
that only inflames passions of worry, fear, hate, envy, and lust. If so, we need to turn away from it as we focus on
the words of the Jesus Prayer or at least something else that does not inflame our passions. If we cannot learn to
make such small sacrifices, we will never have the strength to make larger ones.

Regardless of our age, we likely are close to people whose values and way of life are apparently not consistent
with obedience to Christ. Even as we must not condemn them personally, we must resist the subtle temptation to
compromise our faithfulness to the Lord in what we say and do in order to gain their approval. It is one thing to
show everyone Christ’s love as best we can, but another to fail to acknowledge Him by engaging in conduct and
conversation that contradict our primarily loyalty to Him. That would be a form of putting other people, and
ultimately ourselves, before God, which is a path only to greater weakness for them and us. We must all discern
mindfully and prayerfully whether we are acknowledging Christ in situations where it is much easier to act and
speak as though He were not our Lord. We must all be willing to take up the cross of obedience to Him even if it
means that we will be met with disapproval.




Sunday of All Saints

The first Sunday after the Feast of Holy
Pentecost is observed by the Orthodox Church as
the Sunday of All Saints. This day has been
designated as a commemoration of all of the
Saints, all the Righteous, the Prophets, Apostles,
Martyrs, Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and
Holy Monastics, both men and women alike,
known and unknown, who have been added to
the choirs of the Saints and shall be added, from
the time of Adam until the end of the world, who
have been perfected in piety and have glorified
God by their holy lives.

The saints are keepers of God's commandments,
shining examples of virtue, and benefactors of
mankind. Of course, we honor the known Saints
especially on their own day of the year, but since
many Saints are unknown, and their number has
increased with time, and will continue to increase
until the end of time, the Church has appointed
that once a year a common commemoration be
made of all the Saints. This is the feast that we
celebrate today. It is the harvest of the coming of
the Holy Spirit into the world; it is the "much
fruit" brought forth by that "Grain of wheat that
fell into the earth and died" (John 12:24); it is the
glorification of the Saints as "the foundation of
the Church, the perfection of the Gospel, they
who fulfilled in deed the sayings of the Sav-
ior" (Sunday of All Saints, Doxastikon of Vespers).

The icon of the Sunday of All Saints depicts our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ seated above the
throne of heaven surrounded by the Saints. The
rows of Saints included the Archangel Michael
and other Angels, the Theotokos and John the
Baptist, the Apostles, Bishops, Great Martyrs, As-
cetics and Monastics. To the side of the throne
are Adam and Eve, bowing in reverence to
Christ. They are joined by the Saints, who are lift-
ing their hands in worship to the King of Glory. At
the lower left of the icon is the Patriarch Abraham
who has a righteous soul in his bosom, as told in
the story of Lazarus and the rich man in the Gos-
pel. At the lower center is the Good Thief who
was crucified with Christ. On the lower right is
the Patriarch Jacob.

All Saints, pray unto God for us!

Prayers Appreciated for:

Mat. Priscilla, Priest lan
Dn. Doug, Mat. Kathy
Dawn, Katherine,
Sam, Paula,
Marianne, Molly,
Suleiman, Jayden
Steve

Departed:
Lisa

Tall Candles
Are available to sponsor.
S15ea. See Fr Joseph to re-
serve for your loved ones.

WEEKLY READINGS
Monday, June 12

Beginning of Apostles Fast

Romans 2:28-3:18
Matt 6:31-34, 7:9-11

Tuesday, June 13

Ven. Andronicus

Romans 4:4-12
Matthew 7:15-21

Wed, June 14

St. John of Kronstadt
Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 7:21-23

Thurs, June 15

St. Jonah, Met. of Moscow

Romans 5:10-16
Matthew 8:23-27

Friday, June 16

St. Tychon, Bishop of Amathus
Romans 5:17-6:2

Matthew 9:14-17
Saturday, June 17

Ven. Ananias the Iconographer

Romans 3:19-26
Matthew 7:1-8




Todavy’s Scripture Readings
Epistle: Hebrews 11:33-12:2

Who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women re-
ceived their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they
might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain
with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented — of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in
dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did
not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be
made perfect apart from us. Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Gospel: Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30

Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him | will also confess before My Father who is
in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him | will also deny before My Father who is in
heaven. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and fol-
low after Me is not worthy of Me. Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all
and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly | say to you,
that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have
followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for
My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many who are first will
be last, and the last first.

Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee!
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