
15th Sunday after Pentecost Tone 6 September 20, 2020

SS. PETER & PAUL 
Lorain, OH   |    www.OrthodoxLorain.org    |    (440) 277-6266

Rev. Joseph McCartney, Rector 
Cell (440) 668 - 2209  ~  Email: frjosephmccartney@gmail.com  ~  Fr Joseph Office (440) 663-1119 

Epistle Reading   ~  2 Corinthians 4:6-15 
Gospel Reading   ~ Matthew 22:35-46 

Afterfeast of the Elevation of the Cross

This Week at a Glance

Sat, Sep 26th
6:00pm - Great Vespers

Sun, Sep 27th
9:30am - Divine Liturgy

Gospel  Meditation 
    If you will remember, the Gospel before last told us about a certain young man who 
approached Christ (Mt. 19:16-23).  And this young man asked Christ: what shall I do to 
receive  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven?  He  was  like  a  materialist.  He  fulfilled  accurately 
everything prescribed by the Law. He himself said, I have fulfilled the commandments. But 
he fulfilled them as a tradition, as an obligation. And the Lord saw this and said: Then 
reject everything that you have.  In other words,  reject the hope you have put in your 
riches. The young man froze. He could not understand how it is possible to reject this 
power, the power of the world. Why, through riches we can have everything we want. In 
such a way the enemy of the human race tempted man and perverted our understanding.
    Following that, the last Gospel reading spoke about the workers in the vineyard (Mt. 
21:33-42).  This  vineyard  represents  in  a  parable  our  whole  world.  The  Lord  owns  this 
vineyard.  And  the  workers  in  the  vineyard  are  only  servants,  who  receive  everything 
necessary for their maintenance. And in the end, everything which the vineyard produces 
must be given back to their Lord. But the vineyard workers saw the beauty of the vineyard, 
the comfort of life, and decided that in this consists the whole meaning of life, is life itself. 
They  would  live.  And  therefore,  when  the  Heir  came,  they  killed  Him.  They  said  to 
themselves: What do we need Him for? The vineyard is ours. This is ours.
    This is exactly what we are doing now. We say of the world and worldly goods: This is 
ours. And we cannot conceive leaving here. How are we going to part with all our comforts 
of life? How are we going to reject all our houses, our airplanes, all the inventions which 
seek to know the world and its mysteries, technology, everything that we are using? How 
are we going to leave?
    And now today the Holy Church points out: we have to fulfill the commandments, and 
we have to participate in the life around us. Why? Well, because God has sent us here so 
that through these circumstances, as a means, we would obtain that which is needed. But 
what is needed? At the creation of man, God gave him the commandments: love for God 
and neighbor. And these commandments we must fulfill. The Lord, Who came on earth, 
came to save man. But how? By fulfilling the commandments of love for God and neighbor, 
and  by  giving  strength  to  fulfill  these  commandments.  And  in  fulfilling  these 
commandments, we receive blessedness. So let us fulfill it!
    "Which is the great commandment?" asked the lawyer. And the Lord answered: "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Parish Council 
Meeting 

Will be held today, 
9/20/20 after liturgy. 
Anyone who would 

like to attend is 
welcome. Social 

Distancing and masks 
required. 

Words of Wisdom 

God loves us very 
much; He has us in 
mind in each and 

every moment and he 
protects us, we should 
know this and not be 

afraid of anything. 

- St. Porphyrios
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