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Gospel Reading   ~   Luke 5:1-11 
Epistle Reading   ~  2 Corinthians 6:1-10 

Holy New Martyrs of Alaska, Hieromonk Juvenaly & Peter the Aleut

This Week at a Glance  
Thurs, Sept. 28th
9:30am - Moleben for 
Those Suffering from 
Drug & Alcohol 
Addiction

Sat, Sept. 30th
6:00 pm - Great 
Vespers

Sun, Oct. 1st
9:00 am - The Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

Gospel Meditation 
Today’s Gospel about the miraculous catch of fish shows us how that 

same  talent  (according  to  the  Gospel’s  expression,  used  in  “trade”,  which 
means applied to life)  is  manifested in absolute obedience and trust in the 
word of the Lord and produces the fruit of faith. But what is faith? What does 
the process of faith consist  of?  We are given the answer to this  in today’s 
Gospel. 

Christ was preaching on the lake of Gennesaret. Now the sermon has 
finished. There were two boats at the shore, and Christ had been preaching 
from one of them. Here He addressed the Apostle Peter and said: “Launch out 
into the deep,  and let  down your  nets.”  Peter  answered:  “Master,  we have 
toiled  all  the  night,  and  have  taken  nothing”.  And  the  Apostles  were 
experienced fishermen; they knew the laws of the sea. If at night-time no fish 
were caught, then during the day a catch was out of the question. And Peter 
said this to Christ. But he added: “Nevertheless at Thy word I will let down 

the nets”. And they let them down. And a miracle happened. The boats were 
so filled with fish that they started to sink. Then the Apostle Peter fell at the 
feet of the Savior and said: “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord”.  

This is the process of faith. The Apostle knew that fish could not be 
caught. But he accepted the word of Christ within himself, within his will; 
and this will, which by now was Christ’s, he fulfilled. And what happened? A 
miracle?  Yes,  a  miracle.  But  the  main  miracle  was  not  in  the  abundance 
offish, although this catch was a miracle. The main miracle was the change of 
soul which occurred in Peter. He saw himself, he saw his essence. “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” Here is the process of faith: to 
accept in your heart the word of Christ, to fulfill it. And then to us will be 
revealed the thing which is most important for our salvation, for our inner 
life. 

People say: I do not believe. What do these words mean? They mean 
that you are not fulfilling the teaching of Christ. Because if you would only 
attempt to fulfill the word of Christ, at least one commandment of Christ, 
then the essence of your life would be revealed to you, too. But you don’t 
want to do this, and therefore you say: I have no faith. But how does one 
make an attempt? Well, the same way the Apostle Peter did. In spite of all his 

Fundraiser 
On  August  28th ,  the 
parish  of  St.  Nikolai  in 
A l l i ance ,  OH  wa s 
vandalized by arson. Their 
new priest is an alumni of 
St  Tikhon’s  and  former 
member  of  the  Mission 
Choir,  who  has  been  to 
our parish several  times - 
Fr Mikel Hill.  We will  be 
holding  a  Disney  themed 
coffee hour  on Oct.  22nd 
a t  which  a  f ree  wi l l 
offering  will  be  accepted, 
and sent  to  the  parish  in 
order  to  he lp  them 
rebuild. Until then, please 
keep  the  parishioners  of 
that parish in your prayers.  
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Gospel Meditation 
experience as a fisherman, he listened to Christ and let down the nets. Listen to the word of Christ. But 
where do we find this word? In the Gospel — that is where. If we know the Gospel and apply it to our 
life, then our life in Christ will be revealed to us. And His Resurrection will become for us more real than 
the physical world surrounding us. And He will fill our heart with an unspeakable joy, with the joy of 
Eternal Life; and this joy will have no end. 

Only take the Gospel in your hands, only try to apply it in your life. Take everything which the 
Holy Church gives us. Then a miracle will happen to you, too, A greater miracle than the wonderful 
catch. Christ Himself will be revealed to you as He was revealed to Peter. Then you too will say deep in 
your heart: “I am a sinful man, O Lord!” And if you are a sinner, it means that you are sick and need a 
physician. And if a physician, then who is the Physician of the heart? Christ alone! 
O Lord, Thou seest the infirmities and the wounds of sin in our heart, which prevent us from fulfilling 
Thy teaching, Thy Word. Heal us and help us to start a New Life! 
   ~ Archbishop Andrei (Rymarenko, 1893-1978) 

Holy New Martyrs of Alaska, Hieromonk Juvenaly & Peter the Aleut 
Saint  Juvenaly,  the  Protomartyr  of  America,  was  born  in  1761  in 

Nerchinsk, Siberia. His secular name was John Feodorovich Hovorukhin, 
and he was trained as a mining engineer. In a letter to Abbot Nazarius of 
Valaam (December 13, 1819), Saint Herman says that Saint Juvenal “had 
been an assistant at our monastery and was a former officer.”

After his wife died in 1791, John entered a monastery at Saint Petersburg 
(Saint Herman’s Letter of December 13, 1819) and was tonsured with the 
name Juvenal. Three years later, he went to Alaska as a missionary.

During 1794, the hieromonks Juvenal and Macarius spent two months in 
the  area  around  Kodiak  teaching  the  inhabitants  about  Christ  and 
baptizing  them.  They  traveled  in  small  boats  of  hide  in  all  sorts  of 
weather,  dividing  up  the  territory  among  themselves.  In  1795,  Father 
Juvenal baptized over 700 Chugatchi at Nushek, then he crossed Kenai 
Bay and baptized the local people there. In 1796, according to native oral 
tradition, Saint Juvenal came to the mouth of the Kuskokwim near the 
present village of Quinahgak, where he was killed by a hunting party. The 

precise reason for Saint Juvenal’s murder by the natives is not known. However, they later told Saint 
Innocent something about his death. They said that Saint Juvenal did not try 
to defend himself when attacked, nor did he make any attempt to escape. 
After being struck from behind, he turned to face his attackers and begged 
them to spare the natives he had baptized.

Saint Peter the Aleut is mentioned in the Life of Saint Herman of 
Alaska (December 13). We know very little about Saint Peter, except that he 
was from Kodiak,  and was arrested and put to death by the Spaniards in 
California because he refused to convert to Catholicism. The circumstances 
of his martyrdom recall the torture of Saint James the Persian (November 27).

Both in his sufferings and in his steadfast confession of the Faith, Saint 
Peter is the equal of the martyrs of old, and also of the New Martyrs who 
have shone forth in more recent times. Now he rejoices with them in the 
heavenly Kingdom, glorifying God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
throughout all ages.


