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Gospel Reading ~ Luke 19:1-10
Epistle Reading ~ 1 Timothy 4:9-15
Sunday of Zacchaeus / Ven. Maximus the Confessor (662)
This Week at a Glance

Sat, Jan 27th
6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sun, Jan 28th
9:00 am - The Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy
Sunday School

Gospel Meditation
If we had heard what the Lord said to us last week in the story of the blind
man, we must by now have looked attentively both at our blindness and at what we
can see, when, aware of being blind we try to look deep into our soul.
And today we are confronted with the story of Zacchaeus. There are two
aspects in it to which I would like to attract you attention. On the one hand,
Zacchaeus speaks to us of the most common, the most all-pervading sin which
ruins our life: it is vanity, dependence on the judgement of people, longing for their
approval, desire to be right in their eyes whatever our conscience says, whatever the
judgement of God may be.
Vanity is not the same thing as pride. Pride, as described by the
spiritual writers, is a truly devilish attitude of one who says, ‘I am selfsuﬃcient, I need neither God, nor men! Neither God’s judgement, nor
men’s judgement counts for me! I am my own law, and I despise all
other judgement’. How diﬀerent from vanity! Vanity consists of our
longing, our desire to be approved of whatever the cost - and that is the
terrible thing: whatever the cost! Even at the cost of our integrity, even
at the cost of our faith, of our loyalty to God, of our loyalty to others,
not to be condemned, not to be judged severely.
And in the case of Zacchaeus, we see a man who proved able,
because he so longed to be with God, so longed to see Him, the God
come to save sinners, that he turned away, he trod under foot his own
vanity. He, a man well known in his city, a man who was respected, a
man who had a social standing, like a street boy climbed upon a tree to
see Christ because he was small of stature and the crowd prevented him
from meeting the gaze of His Saviour. How much he must have heard of
laughter, of jokes, of cat-cries! But it mattered nothing to him; what
mattered was to see Christ.
Do we possess the courage to act in a similar way? Would we risk
everything to get a glipse of Christ?
~ Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh
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Parish Council Elections
If you would like to nominate someone to run for Parish Council, please submit those names to
Fr. Joseph by February 4th. Positions up for election: President, Financial Secretaty, Trustees.

Superbowl Squares
Joan R will have the sign up sheet and collect downstairs after church tomorrow. Pay oﬀ in $25.00

Mazlenitsa
This year’s Mazlenitsa will be heald on Meat Fare Sunday, Feb. 11th after Divine
Liturgy. Meal is Chicken Paprikash. $15 per adult. Children are free and will have a
children’s menu. See one of the Sams to reserve your seats.

March for Life
This year's March for Life, held on Jan. 19th, recognizes the 45th anniversary of the Roe
v. Wade decision that legalized abortion in the US. This year His Beatitude,
Metropolitan Tikhon oﬀered the opening prayer (seen above).

St Maximus the Confessor
Saint Maximus has left to the Church a great theological legacy. His
exegetical works contain explanations of diﬃcult passages of Holy
Scripture, and include a Commentary on the Lord’s Prayer and on Psalm
59, various “scholia” or “marginalia” (commentaries written in the margin
of manuscripts), on treatises of the Hieromartyr Dionysius the Areopagite
(October 3) and Saint Gregory the Theologian (January 25). Among the
exegetical works of Saint Maximus are his explanation of divine services,
entitled “Mystagogia” (“Introduction Concerning the Mystery”).
The dogmatic works of Saint Maximus include the Exposition of his
dispute with Pyrrhus, and several tracts and letters to various people. In
them are contained explanations of the Orthodox teaching on the Divine
Essence and the Persons of the Holy Trinity, on the Incarnation of the
Word of God, and on “theosis” (“deification”) of human nature.
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