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Gospel Reading ~Matthew 2: 13-23
Epistle Reading ~ Galatians 1:11-19
Leavetaking of the Nativity; Holy Righteous Ones
This Week at a Glance

Mon, Jan. 1st
9:00 am - The Hours
9:30 am- Divine Liturgy for
the Circumcision of our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ

Thurs, Jan 4th
6:00 pm - Vesperal LIturgy
for Theophany with the
Great Blessing of Waters

Sat, Jan 6th
6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sun, Jan 7th
9:00 am - The Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

Gospel Meditation
We are keeping a Feast which is the decisive point in the history
not only of mankind but of the whole Cosmos. God, the Living God
has taken flesh, thereby becoming a man among men, and yet,
revealing to us all the greatness, all the immensity of what man is; but
at the same time uniting Himself to a human body that stands as an
image of all things created. He has become akin to all the materiality
of this world: everything, beginning with the smallest atom and ending
with the greatest galaxy can now recognise itself fulfilled, revealed in
glory in the Body of Incarnation.
But we must also ask ourselves questions about ourselves.
Because God has called us to enter into this mystery of communion
with God; God has called us to understand the way in which we can
become partakers of the divine nature, to use the words of Saint Peter
in one of his Epistles.
Let us therefore try to learn from the people who were there:
from the Mother of God and Her perfect freedom to give Herself, and
Her perfect generosity in doing so; Her perfect ability to believe, to
trust God at any cost, at all risks. Let us think of Joseph between
wonder and doubt; and when we are in the same position, let us not
only concentrate on our doubt, but look with wonder at the
impossible, unthinkable that is God's way in our midst.
~ Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
Annual Meeting
With the Bishop’s blessing, circumstances require that the Annual Parish
Meeting be postponed until a later date. A more realistic time for the
meeting will be late February or early March. There will be the normal
three weeks notice when the council decides on a date.
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What and When are the Twelve Days of Christmas?
From 1558 until 1829 the Catholics of England were forbidden by law to practice their faith. They
devised symbolic songs to teach their children. One of these was “Twelve Days of Christmas.” The
twelve days are December 25 to January 6. God, our true Love, gives Christians gifts on each of these
twelve days.
- The first, and most important gift is a partridge in a pear tree. The bird stands for Christ, who gathers
His young under His wings. So God’s first gift is Jesus.
- Two turtle doves represent the sacrifice of a Jewish family at the birth of a son. Our sacrifice is the
Divine Liturgy.
- Three French hens symbolize the three gifts of the Magi, or the three gifts of faith, hope and love.
- Four calling birds makes us think of the four Evangelists.
- Five golden rings suggests the first five books of the Old Testament, which describe man's fall into sin
and the great love of God in sending a Savior.
- Six geese-a-laying suggests the six days of the week when humanity labours, or the six days of creation.
- Seven swans-a-swimming reminds us of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (Prophesy, Serving, Teaching,
Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy), or the seven sacraments of the Church.
- Eight maids-a-milking represents the eight beatitudes.
- Nine ladies dancing recalls the fruits of the Holy Spirit in Galatians 5:22 (Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience,
Goodness, Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, Chastity).
- Ten lords-a-leaping represents the Ten Commandments.
- Eleven pipers piping refers to the eleven faithful Apostles.
- Finally, twelve drummers drumming reminds us of the twelve articles of faith in the Nicene Creed.
So, during these twelve days of Christmas, let us thank our True love for the gifts that have so
mercifully been bestowed upon us!

Holy Righteous Ones:
Joseph the Betrothed, David the King, and James the Brother of the Lord
The Holy Prophet-King David, Saint Joseph the Betrothed, and Saint James
the Brother of the Lord are commemorated on the Sunday after the Nativity. If there
is no Sunday between December 25 and January 1, their commemoration is moved to
December 26.
At an early date, some churches in the East began to
commemorate certain important figures of the New Testament at
the time of Theophany, and later during the Nativity season. In
Syria, for example, Saint Stephen (December 27), Saints James
(April 30) and John (September 26), and Saints Peter and Paul (June
29) were commemorated near the end of December.
In Jerusalem, the saints mentioned above were combined with a
feast that the Jews of Hebron celebrated on December 25 or 26 in
honor of the Old Testament Patriarch Jacob. Later on, the
Christians substituted Saint James (October 23) for Jacob, and
then the commemoration of the Brother of the Lord became
associated with his ancestor King David. In time, Saint Joseph was linked with Saints
David and James.

30th Sunday After Pentecost

Tone 5

December 31, 2017

Today’s Panikhida is being said for the:
Departed members of the Falcon family
(James, Mary , Frank, Mercedes & Frank)
&
John and Magdalyna Fidyk,
John, Kathryne, Sophie, Nicholas and Michael

Today’s Panikhida is being said for the:
Departed members of the Falcon family
(James, Mary , Frank, Mercedes & Frank)
&
John and Magdalyna Fidyk,
John, Kathryne, Sophie, Nicholas and Michael

