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Gospel Reading ~ John 5:1-15
Epistle Reading ~ Acts 9:32-42
Sunday of the Paralytic
This Week at a Glance

Sat, May 5th
6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sun, May 6th
9:00 am - 3rd & 6th Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

Thank You!
Thank you to the Bastocks for their
generous donation of $1000 which
made it possible to have a new set
of white altar cloths made. They are
a beautiful and much needed
addition to our church. If you are
interested in donating a set of
Purple or Red cloths, see Fr. Joseph.
They will be a gift that the parish
will benefit from for decades.

Gospel Meditation
We have heard today in the Gospel of a man who for thirty eight
years had laid paralysed. The only thing that separated him from healing
was the possibility to reach the waters, which the angel brought into
motion once a year. Thirty eight years had he attempted to move
towards healing but someone else has been quicker than he and stolen
healing from him. How many are there now in the world, how many
have been and will be in this world of ours who need healing, who are
paralysed by fear, paralysed by all that prevents us from moving with
boldness and purpose towards fullness of life? How many? And who are
those who will take them and help them to receive healing instead of
seeking it for themselves? Let us look at ourselves, not at each other but
ourselves. What have we learnt from the Gospel?
Christ says that no-one has true love who is not prepared to give
his life for his neighbour, and the neighbour, as it is quite clear also from
the Gospel, is not the one whom we like, whom we love, who is close to
us, it is whoever needs us. Ask yourself this question. There are number
of people around you who would believe, who would gladly start a new
life, who would bless you and God for giving them courage to move not
physical but spiritual limbs that are tied. And let us ask ourselves, what
do we do, what have we done, what are we capable of doing to help
them? The waters of Siloam are an image of God, of His healing power.
When God comes close, when we become aware that He is there, near,
do we look around to see who needs Him more than we do? No. We rush
forward, we want to be those who will sit at His feet, we are those who
wish to touch the hem of His garment and be healed, we are those - and
this is even worse, - we are those who wish to be seen as His disciples
and companions so that people may look at us and wonder, admire us, at
times almost worship us, the companions of Jesus, the friends of God
become man. Who of us is prepared to step aside, to become
inconspicuous, or rather to help another to step forward instead of us
when we know that we will be the loosers in a way, - in a way only
because if we do this, we will have lost what is thought we coveted but
we will have become disciples of Christ who gave His life that others
may live. ~ Metropolitain Anthony of Sourozh
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105th Anniversary Celebration
Last weekend we welcomed His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon and His Grace, Bishop Paul for
the celebration of our community's 105th Anniversary.
Since 1913, our parish community of Saints Peter and Paul has always opened its doors to all
people who are seeking meaning to their lives, struggling together in this earthly pilgrimage of life.
Historically, our parish is considered the “Mother Church of Orthodoxy in Lorain, Ohio,” having been
established before the other Orthodox parishes in the city were planted.
Our parish is famous for our church edifice, which is known to be one of the best examples of
Russian architecture. Construction began in 1925. The Church was completed and consecrated in 1927.
The church attracts artists, photographers, and tourists, who describe it as a “unique structure.”
What makes this parish community unique and distinguishable today is the diversified cultures
of its faithful -- a beautiful "tapestry" united in the Holy Orthodox Faith.
In the morning, Metropolitan Tikhon and Bishop Paul concelebrated the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy, with Fr. Joseph McCartney, Pairsh Rector, Archpriest Basil Stoyka, and Fr. Andrew Bartek.
Archdeacon Joseph Matusiak served with Protodeacon Edward Kolenda. The church was packed, well
in advance of greeting the hierarchs. Fr. Joseph presented Fr. Steven with contributions to the seminary
that would total nearly $10,000. The whole parish with celebrants took a parish photo on the front
steps of the church!
After the Divine Liturgy, the Mission Choir joined Metropolitan Tikhon in traveling to Ridge
Hill Memoral Cemetery. John Lachowyn responded to a challenge during the Mission Choir’s visit in
2017, committing $1,000 to have the Mission Choir visit his home during this year’s visit, to sing a
short program. John passed away in January, so the Mission Choir sang the responses as Metropolitan
Tikhon served a Litya at his graveside, with his wife Rosyln and many family members present.
Later that afternoon the hierarchs and the Mission Choir were invited to the home of Sam and
Kathy Jacob for an afternoon of more food that they prepared, fellowship, and another short program
of liturgical music. The weather cooperated to made this a most enjoyable afternoon!
Fr. Steven commented on how moving it was to visit Sts. Peter and Paul Church, feeling their
supportive embrace these past several years! Thank you to everyone who made this weekend special.
May God grant our parish faithful many blessed years as we look ahead to the next 105 years!

Fourth Sunday of Pascha

Tone 3

April 29, 2018

Fourth Sunday of Pascha

Tone 3

April 29, 2018

