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Gospel Reading   ~   John 7:37-52, 8:12 
Epistle Reading   ~  Acts 2:1-11 

Holy Pentecost

This Week at a Glance

Sat, Jun 22nd
6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sun, Jun 23rd
9:00 pm - 3rd & 6th Hours 
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy 

Thank You 
To everyone  who  came 
to  help  make  pierogis 
for  the  Russian  Food 
Festival. We made about 
2,000  pierogis  for  the 
festival!

Meditation on the Feast of Pentecost 
    The Feast of Holy Pentecost is celebrated each year on the fiftieth day 
after the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha (Easter) and ten days after the 
Feast of  the Ascension of Christ.  The Feast is  always celebrated on a 
Sunday.
    The Feast commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Apostles on the day of Pentecost, a feast of the Jewish tradition. It also 
celebrates the establishment of the Church through the preaching of the 
Apostles and the baptism of the thousands who on that day believed in 
the Gospel message of salvation through Jesus Christ. The Feast is also 
seen as the culmination of the revelation of the Holy Trinity.
    The  story  of  Pentecost  is  found in  the  book of  The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles. In Chapter two we are told that the Apostles of our Lord were 
gathered together in one place. Suddenly, a sound came from heaven like 
a rushing wind, filling the entire house where they were sitting. Then, 
tongues of fire appeared, and one sat upon each one of Apostles. They 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages 
as directed by the Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).
    This  miraculous event occurred on the Jewish Feast  of  Pentecost, 
celebrated  by  the  Jews  on  the  fiftieth  day  after  the  Passover  as  the 
culmination of the Feast of Weeks (Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10). 
The Feast of Weeks began on the third day after the Passover with the 
presentation of the first harvest sheaves to God, and it  concluded on 
Pentecost  with  the  offering  of  two  loaves  of  unleavened  bread, 
representing  the  first  products  of  the  harvest  (Leviticus  23:17-20; 
Deuteronomy 16:9-10).
    Since the Jewish Feast of Pentecost was a great pilgrimage feast, many 
people from throughout the Roman Empire were gathered in Jerusalem 
on this day. When the people in Jerusalem heard the sound, they came 
together and heard their own languages being spoken by the Apostles. 

Grave Blessings 
Yes,  we  will  have  grave 
blessings  this  year,  but 
with the large amounts or 
rain we have had, and are 
predicted to get, blessings 
will be postponed until the 
g rounds  a re  not  so 
saturated  and  all  can  be 
present  without  ruining 
shoes/clothes or falling.
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Meditation on the Feast of Pentecost (continued) 

The people were amazed, knowing that some of those speaking were Galileans, and not men who 
would normally  speak many different languages.  They wondered what this  meant,  and some even 
thought the Apostles were drunk (Acts 2:7-13).
    Peter,  hearing  these  remarks,  stood up and addressed the  crowd.  He preached to  the  people 
regarding the Old Testament prophecies about the coming of the Holy Spirit. He spoke about Jesus 
Christ and His death and glorious Resurrection. Great conviction fell upon the people, and they asked 
the Apostles, "What shall we do?" Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins;  and  you  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 2:38-39).
    The Bible records that on that day about three thousand were baptized. Following, the book of Acts 
states  that  the newly  baptized continued daily  to  hear  the teaching of  the Apostles,  as  the early 
Christians met together for fellowship, the breaking of bread, and for prayer. Many wonderful signs 
and miracles were done through the Apostles, and the Lord added to the Church daily those who were 
being saved (Acts 2:42-47).
Troparion of the Feast:
Blessed are You, O Christ our God, who made fisherman all-wise, by sending down upon them the 
Holy Spirit, and through them, drawing all the world into Your net. O Loving One, glory be to You.

Orthodox Music Masterclass 
June 20-23, 2019 

The Society of Saint Romanos is sponsoring an Orthodox Music Masterclass for composers and 
conductors, June 20-23. This intense three day masterclass will be held at Holy Resurrection Serbian 
Orthodox Cathedral in Chicago, Illinois, and will culminate with an All-Night Vigil Saturday 
evening and a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy Sunday morning. Our two choir directors, Kathy Jacob 
and Alex Morris, have shown great interest and will be attending this event. They have been 
working feverishly on assignments during the past several weeks in preparation; online music 
software, score analysis of music, and individual Skype sessions with the Masterclass director are 
some of their activities. In addition, over the past several weeks, Subdeacon Ben Wharton has been 
directing Divine Liturgy Services in order to be better prepared to take over the choir responsibilities 
while Kathy and Alex are away. Kathy and Alex are excited about the upcoming event and are 
looking forward to returning with new ideas to help our parish. We pray that they have a safe trip 
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