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Gospel Reading   ~   Matthew 14:22-34 
Epistle Reading   ~  1 Corinthians 3:9-17 

Ven. Constantine and Cosmas, Abbots of Kosinsk

Gospel Meditation 
As Peter walked on the water with Jesus Christ, he let himself be 

distracted  by  the  wind  and  the  waves  of  a  stormy  sea.   Instead  of 
focusing his attention and trust in the Lord Who miraculously enabled 
him to walk on the water in the first place, Peter let doubt and fear fill his 
mind.  So he began to sink; but when he called out in terror for help, the 
Lord reached out to Peter and saved him from drowning.

The story is even more profound when we remember that Peter 
had asked Christ to let him walk on the water.   Peter actually tested 
Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.” As 
was often the case, Peter spoke before he thought, for he was the one 
who would be put to the test, the test to see if he really had faith; and he 
fell short.

I imagine that we can all understand Peter’s situation.  We may 
think that  we have a  lot  of  faith and even put ourselves  in situations 
where we know we will be tested, but then we let temptations, fears, and 
our  passions  take  over.   We pay  more  attention  to  the  dangers  that 
threaten us  than to  the  Lord Who gave  us  life  in  the  first  place  and 
continues to enable us to walk by faith even through the most difficult 
challenges that the world presents.   

Yes, fear, panic, and anxiety will likely then seem more real to us in 
that moment than will faith, hope, and love.  The key question, however, 
is what do we do then? St. Peter shows us a better way of responding to 
the sudden awareness that we are sinking.  He simply calls out, probably 
at  the  top  of  his  lungs,  “Lord,  save  me!”   This  is  surely  a  genuine 
acknowledgement  that  he  knows  his  life  is  collapsing  under  its  own 
weight, that on his own he’s headed to the bottom of the sea. In crying 
out for Christ’s help, Peter shows that he does have some level of faith, 
but it’s not the strength of his faith that saves him.  Instead, it’s  the 
mercy of the Lord.

This Week at a Glance

Sat, August 4th
6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sun, August 5th
9:00 pm - 3rd & 6th Hours 
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who helped with our clean up 
efforts  yesterday.  We  know  we  will  have  the  best 
Russian Food Festival yet. 

Candles 
The  tall  center  candles  are  donated  in 
memor y  o f  Jo h n  &  K a t h e r y n e 
Pysarchyk.

“Lord, save me!”


